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E.O. 11652:  GDS

TAGS:  PINT, RP

SUBJECT:  NEW SUPREME COURT APPOINTMENTS

 

REF:  MANILA 7672

 

   1.  DURING SPEECH AT INTEGRATED BAR ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

IN MANILA MORNING MAY 20, PRESIDENT MARCOS ANNOUNCED HE HAD

NAMED TO SUPREME COURT:

 

     A.  JUSTICE SECRETARY VICENTE ABAD SANTOS

 

     B.  AFP JUDGE ADVOCATE (AND COURT OF APPEALS JUSTICE)

         GUILLERMO SANTOS

 

     C.  APPEALS COURT PRESIDING JUSTICE RAMON FERNANDEZ

 

     D.  GOVERNOR OF LAUNION JUVENAL GUERRERO

 

PRESIDENT SAID HE WOULD FILL FIFTH VACANCY ON THE COURT

SOON.

 

   2.  SENIOR ASSOCIATE JUSTICE FERNANDO TOLD POLCOUNS MAY 19

COURT HAD SUGGESTED TO MARCOS THAT HE NOMINATE FORMER VP

EMMANUEL PELAEZ AND ATTORNEY JOSE AFRICA, BUT BOTH DECLINED.
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MUCH TO PELAEZ' DISCOMFORT, MARCOS MADE REFERENCE TO THIS

IN TODAY'S SPEECH WHEN HE SAID FORMER VP WOULD "RATHER

RANCH THAN WRITE DECISIONS."

 

   3.  COMMENT:  ADDITION OF FOUR NEW MEMBERS TO COURT

SHOULD DECREASE JUSTICES' WORK LOAD AND ATTENUATE TENSION

WHICH LED TO RECENT UNPRECEDENTED PUBLIC FRICTION BETWEEN
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CHIEF JUSTICE AND JUSTICE MAKASIAR (SEE REFTEL).  FROM

STANDPOINT OF US INTEREST, JUSTICE SECRETARY'S ELEVATION

TO COURT IS MOST IMPORTANT.  RECENTLY ABAD SANTOS, A

TESTY SORT, HAS BEEN THORN IN OUR SIDE ON OFFICIAL DUTY

DETERMINATIONS.  HE HAS NOT BEEN ESPECIALLY HELPFUL

ON LOS MATTERS EITHER.  MARCOS DID NOT ANNOUNCE WHO WOULD

SUCCEED HIM, ALTHOUGH SOLICITOR GENERAL MENDOZA IS LIKELY

CANDIDATE.  MARCOS WOULD SORELY MISS MENDOZA'S ARGUMENTATIVE

TALENTS IN SUPREME COURT, HOWEVER, ESPECIALLY SHOULD

SIGNIFICANT MARTIAL LAW OR DETAINEE CASES ARISE.  JUSTICE

GUILLERMO SANTOS IS BELIEVED TO BE MARCOS LOYALIST WHICH

WHY HE APPOINTED JUDGE ADVOCATE.  GENERAL GUERRERO IS ALSO

CLOSE TO MARCOS AND HAS BEEN MENTIONED ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS

IN CONNECTION WITH A CABINET POST.  WE KNOW LITTLE OF

FERNANDEZ, BUT DOUBT HE WOULD HAVE BEEN APPOINTED IF MARCOS

THOUGHT HE WOULD GIVE HIM TROUBLE.  ON BALANCE, APPOINTMENTS

ENHANCE MARCOS' ALREADY STRONG POSITION WITHIN SC.  OF

14 JUSTICES, ONLY TWO (TEEHANKEE AND MUNOZ PALMA) CAN BE

EXPECTED TO OPPOSE HIM WHEN IT COMES TO CRUNCH ON

IMPORTANT CONSTITUTIONAL CASES OR CASES IN WHICH PRESIDENT

HAS PERSONAL STAKE, E.G. MAJOR DETAINEES LIKE AQUINO,

LOPEZ/OSMENA, ETC.

STULL

 

 

CONFIDENTIAL

 

 

 

 

NNN

 



 	Margaret P. Grafeld  	Declassified/Released  	US Department of State 	EO Systematic Review 	22 May 2009

 	Margaret P. Grafeld  	Declassified/Released  	US Department of State 	EO Systematic Review 	22 May 2009

Message Attributes

Automatic Decaptioning: X
Capture Date: 01-Jan-1994 12:00:00 am
Channel Indicators: n/a
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Concepts: SUPREME COURT, JUDGES, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS
Control Number: n/a
Copy: SINGLE
Sent Date: 20-May-1977 12:00:00 am
Decaption Date: 01-Jan-1960 12:00:00 am
Decaption Note:  
Disposition Action: RELEASED
Disposition Approved on Date:  
Disposition Case Number: n/a
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009
Disposition Event:  
Disposition History: n/a
Disposition Reason:  
Disposition Remarks:  
Document Number: 1977MANILA07780
Document Source: CORE
Document Unique ID: 00
Drafter: n/a
Enclosure: n/a
Executive Order: GS
Errors: N/A
Expiration:  
Film Number: D770180-0313
Format: TEL
From: MANILA
Handling Restrictions: n/a
Image Path:  
ISecure: 1
Legacy Key: link1977/newtext/t19770536/aaaabetv.tel
Line Count: 85
Litigation Code IDs:  
Litigation Codes:  
Litigation History:  
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM
Message ID: dc25408f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc
Office: ACTION EA
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a
Original Previous Classification: n/a
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a
Page Count: 2
Previous Channel Indicators: n/a
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a
Reference: 77 MANILA 7672
Retention: 0
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED
Review Content Flags:  
Review Date: 23-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am
Review Event:  
Review Exemptions: n/a
Review Media Identifier:  
Review Release Date: n/a
Review Release Event: n/a
Review Transfer Date:  
Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a
SAS ID: 2438536
Secure: OPEN
Status: NATIVE
Subject: NEW SUPREME COURT APPOINTMENTS
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, RP
To: STATE
Type: TE
vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dc25408f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc
Review Markings:  
	Margaret P. Grafeld
	Declassified/Released
	US Department of State
	EO Systematic Review
	22 May 2009
Markings:  	Margaret P. Grafeld  	Declassified/Released  	US Department of State 	EO Systematic Review 	22 May 2009


